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SUDS AND 
AMENITY –
VALUE BY 

DESIGN



SUDS and amenity in cities

Malmo, Western Harbour – urban wetland

Malmo, Augustenborg - Retrofit SUDS 

Portland, Oregon - bioretention



SUDS amenity – disaster by default

‘The 39 steps’….. somewhere in 
Gloucester, England.

Inlets with attitude….

There’s a control here somewhere….



Sustainable Drainage Systems
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So what is Amenity? 
�9��76���:����
��	��
�1	
��������+�	��*;
9<�9����:3��	��*�����
����1	
�����;

:1	
������1	�+
��!$"";

��
�������	
������+����
�(
���

��0 ��

��
���������	
���������
&1

�
�+
��0 1	
���



An attractive swale maze detention basin for children and wildlife
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Why does this matter?



Towards design criteria for amenity
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Pre-conditions for amenity
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Unattenuated flows of polluted runoff – source 
control needed for quantity and quality benefit



Considerations for design criteria
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Rainfall’s journey from collector and 
cleaning through conveyance into 
storage and release to outfall. 
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Considerations for design criteria

Enhanced permeable pavement treats and stores runoff at source to provide clean 
water for amenity features in high density housing – 106 units/hectare



Considerations for design criteria
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All SUDS features should contribute to the landscape. 



Considerations for design criteria
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Multi-functional space and integrating 
SUDS into the construction profile



Considerations for design criteria
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Attractive, interesting or neutral but not ugly



Considerations for design criteria
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SUDS and Amenity – Value by design
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